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An account of a fort of Vd^^cx made of Linum Asb^O-mum 
foundin Wales in a Letter to the Publifiier, fro7n i:.dward 
LLoyd ^/ jefus Coli. Oxoa. 

N obedience to your commands I have liere fcnt you 
all the account 1 am able to give at prcfent of *:he 
Lapis Amianthus or Liniim foffile Ashcfnnum which you 
were informed (and that truly ; was to be found u* tl^e Jfe 
oi: Anjrlefey : wherein I fliall choole to refer it to your 
own judgment to determine whether this be the fame 
kind with the Asbejios of the Ancients y or in fome re- 
fpeds different from it. Nor (hall I mention any thing 
out oi Authors relating to it i well knowing that would 
prove but needlefs to you, as being not unacquainted 
with whatever has been faid of it: But fhall one'y Qive 
you lome bare informations of it from my own Expert- 
efice. It is found iw no fmallquiintity in the Parifli ot 
LLan-Fair yng Hornvoy in the Nordiern part oi Angle/ ey ; 
where itruns in veins through aRockof Stone in hard- 
nefs and colour not unlike F!i?it. Thefe veins are gene- 
rally about \ of aninchdeep; which is the length of the 
Amiantns , andisleldome longer , but often Jliorter. It 
iscompoied of a lanuginom matter exactly rcfembling 
that of pappom Plants ; but fo clolely compad:, 
that till you draw a Pin, or any fuch (harp thing, 
crofsthe grainof It, it appears onely a fniaing Stone; 
there being not the leift filament oi lint to bt pcrr ived 
in it. In its natural form fome of it looks whitijh, and 
feme Str arv- colour d.hnt all fhining : but if pouided iii a 
Mortar, the brightness difappears, and che whole be- 
comes ir/^/i^^/?. Note that above and beneath ^-hc veins 
there's a very thiny>/^^2^;w of terrene matter between the 
Amiajitus y and the Stoae whereto it adheres, Ipi't a 
faiall quantity of the lint in the fire, which grev/ ^'>.i 
hoti but though it rem a ind there \ of an hour, 1 could 
not perceive that u was any chhigconfuined. I rwit'cd 
fome of it alio in form of a /^>^/<^, as you had done ti;at: 
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o^ Cyprus before, and dipping it in Oyik gave as good a 
flame as other Weeks^ till the Oyl was confum'd 5 the y/ec\ 
remaining in the fame proportion as at nrft. Being fa- 
tisfied it was tncombuiHhle.2Li\A inftructed by one ot your 
Chymical Leclures ia the Natural Hif.ory Scboole ^ that Fa- 
/^5rhad, and might be made of it, 1 relolv'd to try whe- 
ther any could be made oi this ^ which it not uleiul, 
might at leaft prove furprizing to fuch as knev/ not the 
material of it, by its not yielding to the/r^^ ^ to whicl 
end I pounded fome quantity of it m2i Stone Mortar , til 
it became a downy fubftance and ieem'd very fit for that 
purpofe. Then I lifted it through a fine Scarce by v/hich 
means Ipurg'd it indifferent well froiiiits i^<^rr^;i^ parts i 
for what Earth or Stones I could not pick out oi it be- 
fore, or at the poundingj being reduced to apouder 
camiO through the Searce , the Ltnum remaining. Hav- 
ing thus pounded it and cleanfed it, I brought it to the 
Taper-mil}, and putting it in water In aveffel juil ca- 
pacious enough to make Paper with fuch a quantity ^ I 
Itirred it pretty much, and dcfired the workmen to pro- 
ceed with it in their ufual method of making Paper^ 
with their nritin/^paper ^lould: onely to ftir it about 
ever before they put their Mould in; coniidering it as a 
far more ponderous fubftance than what thev uied ; and 
that conlequently if not immediatly taken up after it 
was agitated, it v/ould fubfide/ Paper made of it proved 
but very courle and too apt to tear ^ whereof I have (ent 
you a Sheet. But this being the firlt tryal, I have fome 
reaionsto believe it may be much improved; nor (iid 
tliQ, nwrkmeii doubt but incaleit were pounded in one 
of their Mortars iox xo¥ionrs> fpace it would make good 
writing-paper ', which , when I (hall receive a fufScient 
quantity, oi it^ I delign to try. In the mean while be 
pleafed to accept ot this fuperficial account of ii , in 
token of gratitude from 

Your moll obligVl Servant 



